As part of our ongoing studies on the synthesis, structures and biological activity of organometallic sulfanilamide complexes (Benmebarek et al. 2012) , we have synthesized and determined the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In the title compound, C 8 H 6 N 2 O 3 S, the dihedral angle between the nitro group and the benzene ring is 6.76 (9) . The bond-angle sum at the S atom is 308.1 . In the crystal, molecules are linked by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds to generate (010) sheets. The crystal studied was found to be a racemic twin.
Related literature
For a related structure and background to sulfoxides, see: Benmebarek et al. (2012) . For related structures see: Yan (2010) ; Kobayashi et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 8 H 6 N 2 O 3 S M r = 210.21 Orthorhombic, P2 1 2 1 2 1 a = 5.4114 (2) Å b = 10.7602 (4) Å c = 15.1837 (5) Å V = 884.11 (5) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.35 mm À1 T = 295 K 0.26 Â 0.2 Â 0.15 mm
Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD diffractometer 8401 measured reflections 2348 independent reflections 2222 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.016 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.027 wR(F 2 ) = 0.070 S = 1.05 2348 reflections 128 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.21 e Å À3 Á min = À0.18 e Å À3 Absolute structure: Flack (1983) , 1379 Friedel pairs Flack parameter: 0.53 (1) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2011); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: APEX2; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR2002 (Burla et al., 2005) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 2012) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Berndt, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 2012) . This work is supported by 'Unité de recherche de Chimie de l'Environnement et Molé culaire Structurale' (CHEMS), Université de Constantine, Algeria. Thanks are due to MESRS and ATRST (Ministé re de l'Enseignement Supé rieur et de la Recherche Scientifique et l'Agence thé matique de recherche en sciences et technologie, Algé rie) via the PNR program for financial support.
Figure 1
View of the asymetric unit of, (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
Packing diagram of (I) viwed down [100] showing the hydrogen bonding in alterning layers parallel to (010) planes. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
2-(2-Nitrophenylsulfinyl)acetonitrile

Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq S2 0.53769 (6) 
